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_ “The recent news of the crisis in Denmark, 
_ where the Germans have proclaimed a state 
& of martial law, gives added interest to the 

attitude of the Church there, and its rela- 


: tions with the invaders. Owing to different 
"circumstances, the Danish Church has not 
had such violent experiences as its sister 
Church of Norway, but evidence has not 
been lacking that the situation was gradually 
becoming more acute. Past numbers. of 
Spiritual Issues have published information 
about opposition to the occupying authorities 
by the Danish Church. We. need only re- 
mind our readers of the messages exchanged 
‘between the Bishop of Copenhagen and 
Professor Hallesby, head of the resisting 
Norwegian Christians, and of the outspoken 
orotest (signed by all the bishops of Denmark 
d sent to the Danish Minister of Justice) 
ainst the increase of arrest and imprison- 
ment without proper trial. 

Similarly, individual Danish pastors have 
equently shown opposition to. their 
rman “visitors,” and many incidents 
ve been reported in the Press from time 

ime. The Danish Church has felt itself 
be the guardian of the traditional values 
| Sa life, and the apuolder of the fun- 


_ One of the leaders of Danish Cirictan 
hought is Pastor Kaj Munk, a well-known 
or and poet, whose books are eagerly 
throughout the land. Recently Pastor 
Munk issued a little book by the name 
“hree Sermons,” which was reviewed in 
the Nazi papers in Denmark. The Nazis 

I pain that although the book is not avail- 


September 2nd, 1943 


THE CHURCH’S SHARE IN DANISH RESISTANCE 


able in the bookshops it has nevertheless 
been distributed by the thousand. through 
secret channels. The Nazis demanded im- 
mediate intervention against the “Three 
Sermons” and against another book which 
it was thought that Kaj Munk was about to 
issue. 

The quotations in the Nazi paper show 
that Kaj Munk writes with great courage 
what others hardly dare to think. ‘“ The 
battle of John the Baptist against Herod took 


_ place, to be sure, in a far-off country,” writes 


Munk, “but it is also taking place here in 
Denmark in 1942. Amongst us, too, there 
are good men who have a burning faith in 
the fact that truth exists to be spoken, and it 
exists only when it is spoken. 

“In our country, too,” continued Munk, 
‘there is a Herod, who worships strange 
gods, a spirit of compromise which, for the 
sake of well-being, bears humiliation. My 
countrymen, who have been thrown into 
prison for that which you felt spoke to you 
with the voice of truth—I pray to God that 
you may be strong and true to your convic- 
tion that you acted rightly. 

“But if there are some of you who be- 
come uncertain and doubtful, then I forgive 
you for your sin, through "Almighty God, 
just as He forgave John. You have stood 
up like men for the cause of truth while 
others lied or kept silent, and you have 
helped to do deeds from which alone a sound 
future can grow.” 

In a sermon which he delivered on New 
Year’s Day, Pastor Munk said the following, 
according to a quotation from the Nazi 
paper, “ My pen is burning my hand, as if 
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it were a slonene dion, ‘while I write the 


lines. 


wished to keep, and they have seen men stay 


whom they would wish to be in hell, and 


they have seen others force their way in, in 


a whom they had no interest, and in whom 


a : gaard. 
“Church of Our Lady in Copenhagen on 


_ they had a faith which was small indeed. 


“Against the laws of the realm, against 


the people’s sense of justice, against justice 


itself, our compatriots are being dragged to 
prison aceording to foreign wishes. So many 


ef cur best. men and women have gradually 


been fallen upon, deported and driven into 
exile, that it could quite well be said that 
the civil war is in progress. 

“Tet us have courage to turn back to 


- faithfulness to that in which we believe, even 


though the prisons may be filled to bursting 
point. Lead us, Cross in our flag, lead us on 


to fight together with the chained Norway in 


the Nordic fight, lead old Denmark f forward 
to its new spirit.” 


Primate’s Lead 


Of the bishops of the Danish Church one 
of the most outstanding and fearless is the 
Bishop of- Copenhagen, Dr. Fuglsang-Dam- 
Speaking at an Ordination in the 


August 22nd, he said :— 

“We shall watch and pray. There was 
never any use for cowardly priests, least 
of all nowadays. 
power to preach the gospel. Power is 
needed to tell the Danish people that the 
world is overcome by evil. We need power 
in order to preach justice and right, and to 
preach that we are not dependent on race or 
nation.” 

The illegal Danish paper Dansk Tidende 
was quoted in Sweden by Vestmanlands 
Lins Tidning on August 13th as reporting 
that the German authorities in Denmark 
have requested Danish bishops to see that 
Danish clergymen do not mention or pray 
for King Haakon, the Norwegian Church, 
or the Norwegian brother. people in 
Danish churches. Dansk Tidende rejoices, 
however, in revealing that the Danish Pri- 
mate, Dr. Fuglsang-Damgaard, has refused 


oe to convey the request to the Copenhagen 


clergy. Other churchmen, too, have made 
their protests against efforts to introduce 
Nazi ideas. A few weeks ago a Danish 
paper, Jyllandsposten, reported :— 


But I must bear that iron burden. 
Why? Because I am a Christian. aie 

~ “Our people have let themselves become — 
incapable of managing their own affairs to 
such an extent that they have seen men 
removed from the Government whom they 


a 


June 16th, said: 


We need spiritual power, . 


oul Schot rg, 8 
ing at the national meeting “of the’ Da 
Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A; on ‘Odense, 
‘To love one’s own nation 
does not mean that one should love and — 
worship it so uncritically that it becomes an — 
idol, and patriotism a farce. 
times when, united, we are prepared to go | 
to the ends of the earth for the sake of the © 
nation: There are also times when, quietly, | 
but with authority, we must stand up — 
and say: “We must obey God rather than 
man,” 

“Schou proceeds by saying, ‘You must 
hate that which, from outside, wants to im- 
pose its views conflicting with Danish tradi- 
tion and old Nordic heritage, on your people. 
You must never hate people, but you must 
never consent to call injustice justice, and 
lies truth. We cannot love Denmark with- 
out hating everything which endeavours to 
make the Danish people a bad, lawless and 
impious people.’ ” 


THE CHURCH IN RUSSIA 


In several recent issues of Soviet War News — 
more particulars have been given of the way 
in which the Russian Orthodox Church is 
playing its part in the war effort of the Soviet — 
Union. Prayers are constantly said in all 
churches for those fighting for their country, 
and special services are often held. On the 
anniversary of the outbreak of war— 
June 22nd—Moscow Cathedral was the scene 
of a special service and public prayer -at 
which all the clergy of the capital attended, 
headed by the Metropolitan Nikolai of Kiev 
and Galitsk, the administrator of the 
Orthodox Church. A message from Metro- 
politan Sergius, the head of the Church, was 
read at the service. : 

A number of instances have also been 


recorded in the occupied areas of priests who 


have. played an active part in helping the 
guerillas in their struggle against the enemy. 
In some cases the local church has been the | 
place where discussions have taken place, . | 
and where plans have been made for resist- 
ance against the Germans. Metropolitan 
Alexei of Leningrad has recently appealed to 
his clergy in the occupied districts to do 
everything possible to hinder the invader and 
help the patriots. 

An interésting report from Kaluga shows 
how Church members are anxious to help in 


~ every possible way. We quote from an 


article in the issue of Friday, August 13th, 


by the Dean of St. George’s Church, Kaluga: 


“In response to the appeal of Pitirim, Bishop | 
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There are © 


vide ‘gifts for Red Army men. 
“But that is not all. At the beginning of 
- March this year, Bishop Pitirim sent one of 
_ his representatives to a large war hospital in 
; Kaluga, offering the services of the Church 
- In tending the sick and wounded. The offer 
was gladly welcomed, and our Bishop, with 
his characteristic energy, immediately set 
q about organising the work, At evening 
- service he preached an inspiring sermon to 
a crowded congregation: “Those of you who 
are able, go and tend the sick night and day. 


‘means of gifts in money and in kind.’ Z 
_ “The Bishop’s appeal met with an ardent 
response. Over fifty members of our com- 
munity began working as volunteers at the 
hospital. Others sent books, writing paper, 
tobacco, matches, towels, linen, utensils and 
_ the like. 
forts, made at the church services, yielded 
quite considerable sums. On Sundays repre- 
sentatives of the community visited the 
wards, bringing salads and greenstuffs for 
the patients. We also presented the hospital 
with a radio receiving set, a stereoscope, an 
operating table, pictures and sculpture, not 
to mention seeds and seedlings for the 
hospital garden. 
_ “The hospital sent its thanks to Bishop 
Pitirim and our community. At a meeting 
our workers held in the hospital on 
ay 18th, Senior Lieutenant Pugachov ex- 
essed his gratitude on behalf of the Red 
rmy.” 


BALTIC MOBILISATION 


Rey iontidningen (Sweden, August 12th, 
943) reports attempts by the Germans to 
mobilise church officials in the Baltic area. 
“Tn the Baltic-countries only the Quisling 
iests have been dispensed from military 
ervice. All other priests—Estonian, Lat- 
an, and Lithuanian-—have been forcibly 
obilised. — 

“The Baltic clergy who are too old for 
ilitary service and who have remained 
thful to their country and refused to obey 
regulations imposed by the occupying 
1orities, are no longer allowed to exercise 
ir ministry. As_a result many of the 
rehes are empty. Secret religious meet- 
are held in cellars or in the open air to 


pray 
defeat of the oppressors. 

- “A number of young priests, who have 
been ordered for mobilisation, have fled and 
sanned the guerillas in the woods. v 


te rmy in its Savegle against A 
community has” collected _ 


. Fund, 16; 000. Fadbles’ jn aid of the families - 
of the Red Army and 10,000 roubles to pro-— 


‘airman is working among 


j Those who are not able, let them help by 


Collections of money to buy com-- 


vr the liberation of the country and the 


Ae A PADRE IN ICELAND 


A Church of England padre who is also an 
R.A.F. men of 
Coastal Command in their remote and scat- 
tered stations in Iceland. 

His ‘‘churches” are usually Nissen huts, 
for in only one town is it possible to make 
use of a local place of worship comparable in 
Size and dignity to an English church. The 
padre, Squadron-Leader W. D.-Q’Hanien, 
earned his wings in the University of Cam- 
bridge air training squadron, and he has 
flown many hours in Bristol fighters and 
Avro 504 Ns. 

Ministering to a “parish” larger than 
Ireland, he visits isolated posts staffed by 
under a score of men, and also reaches them 
by radio. To make a complete tour of the 
area involves a journey of more than 1,000 
miles, much of it by R.A.F. pinnace or by 
trawler, since there are no roads to many of 
the camps and the sea is the only means of 
communication. 

In order that he may keep in-touch with 
the less accessible stations, fifteen minutes of 
the time of the Iceland broadcasting system _ 
is devoted every Sunday to his religious 
service. In these broadcasts an R.A.F. choir 
sings hymns, psalms, «and responses, and 
Squadron-Leader O’Hanlon gives a talk. 

“Young, and an enthusiastic athlete, he 
fishes, skates, and goes ski-ing with the air- 
men: and he swims with them in the warm 
water baths. He also helps and advises 
them with their personal problems. ; 

Squadron-Leader O’Hanlon’s early service 
in the church was as a missionary in Ethiopia 
and before joining Coastal Command he 
worked fighter and balloon commands and 
officiated at Biggin Hill fighter station during 
what he terms “the tail end’ of the Battle 
of Britain. 

His predecessor, Squadron-Leader S. W. | 
Betts, instituted many of the features which 
Padre O’Hanlon finds so successful to-day, 
notably the weekly broadcasting service. 

“T found the pattern to follow had already 
been set when I arrived in Iceland,” 
Squadron-Leader O’Hanlon said. “My hours 
are long, but I feel the effort is worth 
while. In addition to religious activities, 
we have discussion groups and social clubs, 
which are all doing well. 


My voluntary ser- ; 


One night 


with a 100 kronar note. That’s nearly £4 
n English money, or 16 dollars in his own. 
isi ” he went on, “the 


- a ieg I visit camps 
services in the Nissen hut churches are con- 


ducted in a, degree of comfort which the 
‘agri of the airmen has made possible, 
for most of the furniture, the altars, the 
communion rails, decorations and often the 
church ornaments were created and 
fashioned by the worshippers. They did 
this voluntary work in their own time.” 

Two other padres, one from the Church of 
Scotland, and the other a Roman Catholic, 
are also located in Iceland, and to the 
Church of Scotland padre has fallen the job 
of dispensing comforts knitted in Britain and 
in Canada for the men serving overseas. 


NEWS OF DR. KRAEMER 
OF HOLLAND 


A Danish Church paper, in one of its July 
issues, refers to conditions in the Protestant 
religious circles in Holland. ‘Until recently 
there were two tendencies in religious life in 
Holland which were strongly opposed to one 
another: one section represented a theological 
orthodoxy and the other a very liberal 
theology. Moreover, there were also religious 
political differences. In some places the dis- 
agreements were so serious that parishes 
were divided into two groups, each of which 
had its own pastor, who would have nothing 
to do with one another. 

“They have now begun to draw closer 
together and to join all their efforts in one 
common effort. Dr. Kraemer of Leiden is 
the person who is responsible for this 
tendency. Dr. Kraemer is a great expert in 
missionary matters and is well known for his 
great book, which is already a classic, ‘The 
Christian message in a non-Christian 
World.’ ” 

The Witness, an American Church paper, 
recently published the following news about 
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utheran Church have placed at 
my disposal, is usually packed. 
“From its pulpit I have seen a congrega- 
tion gathered from all parts of the world— 
- Australians and New Zealanders, Canadians, 
_ Newfoundlanders, men from England, Scot- 
 Jand, Ireland, and Wales, from the Colonies 
season the United States Army and Navy. 
- Americans, in fact, often come to the services 
and stay for a yarn afterwards. 
oe American soldier swelled our collection 


+ formed Church, has bee rélease 


d from a con- 
centration camp in Holland. (His arrest was — 
reported in Spiritual Issues, No. 145.—Ep.) 
The story is confirmed by Geneva Church — 
circles. The well-known Dutch theologian | 
resigned his professorship of Leiden last year — 
as a protest against a Nazi order ousting one © 
of the university professors because of his — 
Jewish ancestry. He was arrested as a 
‘hostage’ last August. Professor Kraemer 
was a leader at the world conference of 
Christian youth held in Amsterdam in 1939.” — 


Y.M.C.A. IN NORWAY 


On August 9th Svenska Morgonbladet in- — 
cluded some news of Y.M.C.A. activity in — 
Norway. ; 

At the Y.M.C.A. congress held in 
Gothenburg at the beginning of August, | 
Mme. Liv Natvig, wife of the Norwegian 
pastor Jacob Sten Natvig, said :— 

“In Norway we have been obliged to give 
our activity a central religious character. 
Official measures prevent all other work, and | 
insist that our work must only be concerned | 
with directly religious matters, such as Bible 
study, for example, reunion gatherings, etc. 

“In reality our work has become simpler 
and more fruitful. It would be no exaggera- 
tion to say that in a large part of Norway 
there is a real care for the Word of God. The 
churches are full, and never have so many 
come to the Holy Table. It has been neces- 
sary to make long lists of those who want to 
buy Bibles, and there are crowds of people at 
the Bible study meetings arranged by the 
clergy. People have become much more 
serious and have a much greater appreciation 
than before of ‘the one thing needful,’ which 
has proved its power to resist when every- 
thing else has disappeared. 

“Christian leaders of different organisa- 
tions have rallied round the Church in such a 
way that it can be truly said that in Norway 
there is a common Christian front. The 
growing sympathy for Christian principles 
needs an increase of personal effort on the 
part of each Christian. 

“The future will show whether these events 
are only passing, or whether they will lead us 
closer to the ideal: Norwegian youth a 
Christian youth, the Norwegian people a 
Christian people.” 


